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__________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary        
                                                                                                
I was contacted by William Newby, Project Manager, Oakland Unified School District, on 

January 5, 2015 for the purpose of being retained by the Oakland Unified School District to 

evaluate and report on the trees growing on the Glenview Elementary School property and 

provide recommendations related to their condition and the potential risks the trees may pose 

to the public or the school property at 4215 La Cresta Avenue.  I was also asked to evaluate 

and report on any trees on the adjacent properties that may be impacted by the construction of 

the new school and the proposed retaining walls.  At my onsite meeting with Mr. Newby, I 

was able to observe a variety of tree species growing in the landscape. These species included 

several large size trees; a Giant sequoia, a Coast live oak, a Canary Isle pine and two 

Monterey pines. The majority of these trees appeared typical of their species with no 

significant visible defects or diseases. One tree however did show signs of severe decline in its 

canopy. The declining tree in question is a Giant sequoia (#1 on Site Map –Page 6) and 

located near the front entrance at the top of the stairway. This tree has a fungal infection 

(botryosphaeria) common to this species.  Based on the degree of die back visible in the 

canopy (see Glenview School Property Photos, Tree #1 – Page 9) it is unlikely this tree will 

recover from the infection and will eventually require removal.  The existing dead limbs do 

currently pose a high risk to public safety and should be pruned out before they break off and 

cause an injury. The remaining trees located on the school property did not appear to pose any 

significant risks to the area during my onsite visits.  In addition to the trees on school property 

I also observed several trees on the adjacent properties that could be of concern based on their 

proximity to  the retaining wall proposed for construction on the west side of the school. The 

primary tree of concern is an Incense cedar (#2 on Site Map – Page 6) growing in the rear yard 

at 1541 Wellington Street (see Adjacent Property Photos, Tree #2 -  Page 14).. This tree is 

approximately 4 ft. from the existing retaining wall and the roots need to be exposed in order 

to make a determination whether or not they will be impacted. It is likely that the roots were 

deflected away from the existing wall and will not be growing in the area required for the new 

retaining wall. The only other trees of concern are two groups of smaller Brisbane Box trees 

(#3-#10 on Site Map – Page 7) growing in the rear yard at 1553 Wellington Street (see 

Adjacent Property Photos, Trees #3-#10 – Page 14).  These trees are approximately 2 ft. from 

the existing wall and will also need to be evaluated once the existing retaining wall is 

removed.  There is also a magnolia tree in the rear yard at 1535 Wellington Street (see 

Adjacent Property Photos, Tree #1 – Page 14) that is not of concern due to its size and 

location. There were no trees of concern on the East side of the school property line that would 

be impacted by the construction of a retaining wall. 
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_________________________________________________ 

 

Assignment 

After my on site visit with Mr. Newby we agreed that my assignment was to: 

1. Provide a report that identifies the species and relative health condition   of both 

the large trees and smaller trees growing on school property that may pose a risk to 

public safety or cause damage to the property.  

2. Visually inspect and evaluate any trees on the adjacent properties (both sides) that 

may be potentially impacted by the construction of the new school and the 

proposed retaining walls.  

Limits of the Assignment 

This report is limited to a visual assessment of the trees on school property and adjacent 

properties in order to provide landscape management strategies where they are needed. 

Site Description 

During my onsite visits I observed that this site is mainly level with the exception of the multi-

leveled area in the front of the school. The multi-level area fronting the school entrance 

contains landscaping with trees and shrubs including stairs and play areas. The majority of the 

trees growing in the landscaped area are growing close proximity to things of value (people, 

buildings, cars, etc.) which highlights the importance of managing/abating high risk situations 

related to the trees and public safety.  
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_________________________________________________________ 

 

Tree Descriptions (School Property) 

Tree #          Species             Dia.       Condition           Recommendation 

#1 Giant Sequoia  40”   Fair/Poor Prune dead limbs, Poor Condition, Poor Location 

#2 Coast Live Oak  32”    Good Retain, Asset to property 

#3 Flowering Pear    5”     Good Retain, Appropriate for small area 

#4 Canary Isle Pine  28”     Fair Retain, Provides aesthetic value 

#5 Monterey Pine  22”     Fair Retain, Provides aesthetic value 

#6 Monterey Pine  24”     Fair Retain, Provides aesthetic value 

#7 Flowering Pear  12”    Good Retain, provides shade and aesthetic value 

#8 Ash    7”    Good Retain, provides shade and aesthetic value 

Tree #1 is the only tree listed above that has significant visible defects and poses a high risk to 

the school grounds and it occupants. The remaining trees, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 and #8 would 

not be considered as significant risks and therefore will continue to provide benefits to the 

landscape. The location and identifying numbers are shown on the “Trees and Identifying 

Numbers” and the “Site Plan Tree Locations” map located in Appendix A. Specific 

assessments of each tree (root crown excavation, decay detection drilling or aerial inspection) 

were not requested and would not change my evaluation. 
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Tree Descriptions (Adjacent Properties) 

Tree #           Species              Dia.     Condition                                      Recommendation 

#1 Magnolia 10” Good Provide protective fencing 

#2 Incense Cedar 26” Good Provide minimal impact to primary support roots 

#3-10 Brisbane Box 2-5” Good Provide minimal impact to primary support roots 

Tree #1 is a magnolia tree growing in the rear yard of the property at 1535 Wellington Street. 

It is located approximately 4ft. from the proposed construction of the new retaining wall and 

should not be significantly impacted by trenching or wall construction I spoke with the 

property owner and he did not express any significant concern about his tree and was 

contemplating taking it out. Tree #2 is a tall cedar tree (50’) growing in the rear yard of the 

property at 1541 Wellington Street. It is located approximately 4ft. from the proposed 

retaining wall. Due to its size and location, root protection measures may be required to 

mitigate potential impacts to its roots.  In order to determine where the roots are located a 

visual inspection must be performed after the existing wall is removed.  It is possible the roots 

are deflected away from the existing wall or are below the depth required for the new wall. 

Trees #3 through #10 are two groups of Brisbane box trees growing in the rear yard of the 

property at 1553 Wellington Street. Each group contains four trees with diameters ranging 

from 2” to 5”. They are located within 2ft of the proposed retaining wall and due to their size 

and age they also may not have developed roots in the area of the new wall. An assessment of 

their roots can also be made after the existing wall has been removed. I can make myself 

available to provide the required visual inspections and root assessment/recommendations 

once the existing wall has been removed and the tree roots are exposed.  It is not possible to 

determine if there are significant or insignificant roots that may or may not be impacted until 

they are exposed for inspection. 

Discussion 
 
During my onsite visits it became clear that my primary concern was to identify the species 

and health condition of any trees that posed a significant risk to the public safety and to assess 

any potential impacts to trees in close proximity to the construction of the new school. I have 

attempted to address these concerns as well as provide general overview of all of the trees 

evaluated.  
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_________________________________________________________ 
 

Discussion (continued) 
 

Trees that pose a significant risk (very high/high) can be defined as trees that show structural 

defects that are growing near potential targets (things of value). They exhibit one or more 

defects that decrease their structural integrity thereby increase their potential for failure.  

Tree #1 (Giant Sequoia) has visible dead limbs (defect) that require removal to eliminate the 

high risk they pose to the surrounding areas.  This tree also has a disease that will likely cause 

its slow decline until it is completely dead.  This could take many years to occur. 

 

Tree #2 (Coast live oak) is a valuable tree that will provide many years of beauty and benefits 

to the property. The Canary Isle pine (#4) shows some signs of stress (yellowing) however this 

could be the result of the drought conditions experienced this last fall. It does not pose a 

significant risk at this time. Canary Isle pine trees are considered a majestic pine species and 

are more resistant to diseases and insect pests than Monterey pines. The Monterey pine trees 

(#5, #6) are very susceptible to the aforementioned diseases and pests.  Tree #6 does show 

signs of Sequoia Pitch Moth attack and also Pine Pitch Canker.  Monterey pines are 

considered a low value species due to these factors and the fact that they are short lived.  

While these trees do not pose a high risk at this time it is a common practice to remove and 

replace them with higher value trees before they become a problem. The other trees that 

populate the school property (#3, #7 and #8) are medium sized ornamental landscape trees that 

appear healthy are not of a significant size to pose a significant risk to the property and its 

occupants. They would be classified as low risk trees. Because these trees are deciduous (lose 

their leaves in the fall) they provide beneficial shade in the summer. 

 

The off property trees are of concern due to their close proximity to the construction of the 

proposed retaining wall. Retaining walls require trenching and trenching can impact tree roots 

depending on their location and size. Tree roots can be pruned if necessary. It is common 

practice to prune roots when it is necessary to repair hardscape or to complete construction 

projects.  In general, the smaller the tree, the smaller the roots that may be impacted. Also, the 

further away from the trunk of a tree that roots are pruned, the less likely the tree will be 

significantly impacted. As I previously stated in “Tree Descriptions - Adjacent Properties – 

Page 4”, it is possible that significant root development has not occurred in the area where the 

new retaining wall is proposed and therefore will not be impacted by its construction. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerald Smith Tree Consulting     

 

 

 

      



                                                                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Glenview Elementary School        Page 6 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Conclusion 
 
The purpose of this assignment was to identify the species and relative health condition of any 

trees that could pose a significant risk to the public safety and determine what potential 

impacts the construction of the new school may have to trees growing on adjacent properties.  

 

After my visual assessment of the trees growing on both the Glenview Elementary School (La 

Cresta Avenue) property and the adjacent properties (Hample Street and Wellington Street) I 

have concluded that there are only two main issues that need addressing: #1) The dead limbs 

in the Giant Sequoia tree and # 2) determining the location of the roots that may or may not be 

growing in the area of the new retaining wall on the Wellington Street side of the school 

property.   
 
Recommendation 
 
Based on my observations and assessment of the eight (8) trees growing on the Glenview 

Elementary School property I recommend: 

 

 Removing (pruning) all the dead or diseases branches from the crown of Tree #1 

(Giant Sequoia) to eliminate the high risk they pose to the public safety. 

 

Based on my observations of the trees growing in the rear yards of the properties at 1535, 

1541 and 1553 Wellington Street and located near the existing/proposed retaining wall, I 

recommend: 

 

 Contacting me for the scheduling of an onsite inspection after the demolition of the old 

retaining wall. At that time I will be able to determine where the roots are located in 

relation to the construction of a new retaining wall. This inspection will allow me to 

visually observe the size and location of any tree roots that may be impacted by the 

construction and recommend mitigation measures if necessary.   
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APPENDIX A – MAPS AND TREE PHOTOS  
 
MAP #1 – Site Map Showing Tree Locations on School Property. 
 

 
 

 

This site map shows the footprint of the new campus site and the location of the trees to be 

retained. The total number of trees is 8. The tree numbers, species and diameters are listed in 

“Tree Descriptions – School Property” (Page 2). 
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_________________________________________________ 
 
Map #2 – Site Map Showing Tree Locations on Adjacent Properties 
 
                             

 
        
 

This site map shows the footprint of the new campus and the locations of the trees located 

on the adjacent properties including the specific addresses. The tree numbers, species and 

diameters are listed in “Tree Descriptions – Adjacent Properties” (Page 3). 
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Glenview School Property Photos – Tree #1       
     
    

      
 

This is a photo of Tree #1 (Giant Sequoia). It shows the dead limbs that are directly over areas 

used by the public. This photo also shows the browning branch tips which are the symptoms 

of the fungal disease “Botryosphaeria” and its impact to this trees health. Dead limbs can fall 

unexpectedly and must be removed.  

. 
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_________________________________________________________ 

Photos - Tree #2 

   

 

This is a photo of Tree #2 (Coast live oak). This oak tree is healthy and is an asset to the 

property.  
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_________________________________________________________ 

Photo – Tree #4 

                               

 

This is a photo of tree #4 (Canary Isle pine). It shows the tree is in fair condition and adds to 

the aesthetic quality of the school frontage. 
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Photo - Tree #5 and #6.    
        

 
 
This is a photo of trees #5 and #6 (Monterey pines). These trees a considered of low value 

compared to other pine species. They show some signs of disease and may be considered for 

removal and replacement at some time in the future 
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___________________________________________ 

Photo – Trees #3, #7 and #8 

        #3             #7  

  

                                        #8   

 

These photos show trees #3, #7 and #8 (two pears and an ash). These landscape trees provide 

shade and aesthetics to the property. 
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Adjacent Property Photos – Trees #1 - #10 

         #1                                                                     #2 

    

                      #3 - #10   

 

These are photos of trees #1, #2 and #3 - #10. Tree #1 (magnolia) should not be impacted by 

construction of the retaining wall. Tree #2 (cedar) needs root inspection after existing retaining 

wall is removed. Trees #3 - #10 (Brisbane box) will also need root inspection after wall is 

removed. 
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_________________________________________________________ 

Appendix B – Assumptions & Limiting Conditions 

1. Any legal description provided to the consultant/appraiser is assumed to be correct. Any titles 

and ownerships to any property are assumed to be good and marketable. No responsibility is 

assumed for matters legal in character. Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as 

though free and clear, under responsible ownership and competent management. 

2. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified 

insofar as possible; however, the consultant/appraiser can neither guarantee nor be responsible 

for the accuracy of information provided by others. 

3. The consultant/appraiser shall not be required to give testimony or attend court by reason of 

this report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an 

additional fee for such services as described in the fee schedule and contract of engagement. 

4. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 

5. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any 

purpose by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior expressed 

written or verbal consent of the consultant/appraiser. 

6. Neither all nor any part of the contents of this report, nor copy thereof, shall be conveyed by 

anyone, including the client, to the public through advertising, public relation, news sales or 

other media, without the prior expressed written or verbal consent of the consultant/appraiser 

particularly as to value conclusion, identity of the consultant/appraiser, or any reference to any 

professional society or institute or to any initialed designation conferred upon the 

consultant/appraiser as stated in his qualification. 

7. This report and values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant/appraiser, and 

the consultant’s/appraiser/s fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specified value, 

a stipulated results, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported. 

8. Sketches, diagrams, graphs, and photographs in this report, being intended as visual aids, are 

not necessarily to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or 

surveys. 

9. Unless expressed otherwise: (1) information contained in this report covers only those items 

that were examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; and (2) 

the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items without dissection, 

excavation, probing, or coring. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that 

problems or deficiencies of the plants or property in question may not arise in the future. 
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________________________________ 

Appendix C – Certification of Performance 

I, Gerald Smith, certify that:  

 I have inspected the tree and the property referred to in this report and have 

stated my findings accurately. The extent of the evaluation or appraisal is stated 

in the attached report and the Terms of Assignment. 

 I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is 

the subject of this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the 

parties involved. 

 The analysis, opinions, and conclusions stated herein are my own and are based 

on current scientific procedures and facts. 

 My analysis, opinions, and conclusions were developed and this report has been 

prepared according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices. 

 No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated 

within the report. 

 My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined 

conclusion that favors the cause of the client or any other party nor upon the 

results of the assessment, the attainment of stipulated cause of the client or any 

other party nor upon the results of the assessment, the attainment of stipulated 

results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events. 

I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of 

Consulting Arborists, and the International Society of Arboriculture in a full-time 

capacity. 

 

      Signed: ____Gerald Smith_________ 

 

      Date:               March 13, 2015______                       

Gerald Smith Tree Consulting 

 


